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ACCIDENT REPORT – EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Aircraft Registration  ZU-SPT Date of Accident 25 April 2002 Time of Accident 1120Z 

Type of Aircraft SPITFIRE IX Type of Operation Private 

Pilot-in-command Licence Type  Private Age 50 Licence Valid Yes 

Pilot-in-command Flying Experience Total Flying Hours 500 Hours on Type 5 

Last point of departure  Swartkop Air Force Base (FASK) 

Next point of intended landing Wonderboom Aerodrome (FAWB) 

Location of the accident site with reference to easily defined geographical points (GPS readings if possible) 

Right-hand side of Runway 29 at Wonderboom Aerodrome (GPS position: S25°39.170' E028°13.571') 

Meteorological Information Weather was fine 

Number of people on board 1 No. of people injured 0 No. of people killed 1 

Synopsis  
 
The pilot, who was the sole occupant onboard, was on a private flight from Swartkop Air Force Base to 
Wonderboom Aerodrome.  The pilot joined the Wonderboom circuit for landing on Runway 24, but carried 
out an orbit to the North-West of the runway to re-position the aircraft for a final approach, Runway 24. 
He joined on a right-hand downwind again, but the aircraft’s track converged to the threshold of Runway 
24.  The pilot initiated a steep right-hand turn for a final approach to the runway and during this turn the 
aircraft approached a stall condition.  The pilot applied a substantial amount of power, which caused the 
aircraft to roll uncontrollably to the left and impact the ground. 
 
The pilot was killed during the impact and the aircraft was destroyed.   
 
An Annual Inspection was performed on the ex-military aircraft on 13 June 2001 at 238.2 airframe hours 
since it was rebuilt and it had a valid Authority to Fly issued on 15 June 2001.  The aircraft was 
maintained according to an approved maintenance schedule and all modifications and Service Bulletins 
were complied with.  The aircraft had flown a further 24.5 hours at the time of the accident. 
 
The aircraft was inspected and test flown, after it was imported into South Africa and the last Annual 
Inspection was certified by an appropriately rated Approved Person (AP 30), which was the holder of a 
valid Approved Person rating.  
 
Probable Cause  
The pilot executed a steep turn at slow speed during his final approach for a landing.  During the turn the 
left-hand wing of the aircraft stalled and caused it to auto-rotate to the left.  The application of power 
further exacerbated the uncontrollably roll to the left and the aircraft impact the ground.  
 
The low level of experience the pilot had on the aircraft type and his extensive experience on the Pilatus 
PC6-aircraft could be considered as a contributing factor to this accident. 
 

 


