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ACCIDENT REPORT – EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Aircraft Registration  ZS-UVO Date of Accident 20/05/04 Time of Accident 1515Z 

Type of Aircraft QUICKSILVER MX8 Type of Operation Private 

Pilot-in-command Licence Type  Student Age 67 Licence Valid Yes 

Pilot-in-command Flying Experience  Total Flying Hours 11.58 (Dual) Hours on Type 11.58 (Dual) 

Last point of departure  Private Airstrip on farm near Warmbaths 

Next point of intended landing Private Airstrip on farm near Warmbaths 

Location of the accident site with reference to easily defined geographical points (GPS readings if possible) 

Approximately 1km N/E direction from private airstrip, (S25° 07’ 13.6”  E028° 17’ 42.4”) 

Meteorological Information CAVOK, Temperature +20°C Wind calm 360°. 

Number of people on board 1+0 No. of people injured 0 No. of people killed 1 

Synopsis  
 
On the 20th May 2004, the pilot took off from a private airstrip on his farm. This was his first solo 
flight after a successful completion of the initial phases of his flying training. According to the 
instructor, the student pilot was ready to go for his solo flight. An appointment was scheduled with 
instructor for him to go solo on the 21st May 2004, However, on the day of the accident, the 
student pilot telephoned the instructor and cancelled the scheduled appointment for his solo flight 
due to other commitments. 
 
An eyewitness on the farm had witnessed the aircraft take off, climb steeply and disappeared 
from his vision towards the nearby trees. He ran to towards this direction and discovered the 
crash site and alerted the foreman of the farm. 
 
According to the instructor, the flight was not authorized by him and he was only notified later by 
the pilot’s son about the accident. The pilot was fatally injured during the accident. 
 
The aircraft impacted the terrain with the left wing and spun over and became to rest in a down 
and tail up attitude next to the tree.The aircraft sustained damages to the fuselage structure, 
propeller, engine mounts as well as the wing structures. 
 
An engine inspection was conducted and this revealed no defects on the engine. 
 
The last Annual Inspection was certified on 25 April 2003 at 120.25 flying hours and the aircraft 
had flown a further 26.23 hours since the last annual inspection. 
 
 
Probable Cause  
It appears that the student pilot inadvertently allowed the aircraft to climb too steeply, as per eye 
witness, and this could be attributed to the fact that he was accustomed to a usually much lower 
climb rate with the instructor aboard, thereby lost control of the aircraft in the process and collided 
with terrain. Contributory factor: Lack of experience. 
 

 


