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 Ref: 8011  

SOUTH AFRICAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 
 

ACCIDENT REPORT – EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Aircraft Registration  ZU-MIF Date of Accident 16 June 2005 Time of Accident 0700 Z 

Type of Aircraft Tecnam P92-S Echo Type of Operation Training 

Pilot-in-command Licence Type  Student Microlight Age 51 Licence Valid Yes 

Pilot-in-command Flying Experience  Total Flying Hours 27 Hours on Type 17 

Last point of departure  Light Flight Aerodrome, Cato Ridge  

Next point of intended landing Light Flight Aerodrome, Cato Ridge 

Location of the accident site with reference to easily defined geographical points (GPS readings if possible) 

Next to Runway 01 at Light Flight Aerodrome, Cato Ridge (S29°45.991  E30°35.250) 

Meteorological Information Wind: Northerly at 3-5 kts Visibility: CAVOK Temperature: 18°C 

Number of people on board 1 + 0 No. of people injured 0 No. of people killed 0 

Synopsis  

 The Instructor and student pilot stated that after they had carried out a thorough pre-flight inspection they took off to fly circuit and 
landing exercises. After the second circuit a full stop landing was carried out. The student then took off again for solo circuits. 
During the take-off roll, the aircraft started to veer to the left hand side of the runway. The pilot thought that he was experiencing a 
strong crosswind component and attempted corrective action by applying right rudder, but to no avail. 
By this time the aircraft was about to make contact with rising ground next to the runway which rises approximately half a meter 
higher than the runway surface. The pilot rotated the aircraft in an effort to clear the rising ground but the left wing made contact 
with the rising ground which caused the aircraft to ground loop in an anti-clockwise direction. The aircraft came to rest on its right 
hand side. After the accident, the pilot observed that the left main landing gear was lying on the runway from where he took off. The 
instructor who is also the Approved Person who certified the aircraft prior to the accident stated that he noticed that the bolt 
attaching the left main landing gear assembly to the fuselage of the aircraft sheared resulting in the left main gear departing from 
the aircraft during the take-off roll. 
 
The student pilot sustained no injuries. The aircraft sustained damage to the fuselage, propeller, undercarriage, right hand wing, 
front cowlings, engine mount and left hand horizontal stabiliser. 
 
After the accident, the pilot observed that the left main landing gear was lying on the runway from where he took off. The instructor 
who is also the Approved Person who certified the aircraft prior to the accident stated that he noticed that the bolt attaching the left 
main landing gear assembly to the fuselage of the aircraft sheared resulting in the left main landing gear departing from the aircraft 
during the take-off roll. 
 
The securing bolt which attaches the left main landing gear assembly to the fuselage was not recovered and therefore no 
metallurgical analysis could be performed to determine the cause for the failure. 
 
The aircraft was first registered in January 2004 and had a valid Authority to Fly which was issued on 15 February 2005. The annual 
inspection was certified on 14 February 2005 at a total of 319.7 airframe hours and the aircraft had flown 70.9 hours since the last 
annual inspection was certified.  
 
According to available records the Approved Person (AP) that certified the last annual inspection on the aircraft prior to the incident 
was in possession of a valid MISASA, Approved Person Approval, No.121.  
 
The flying school held a valid Aviation Training Organisation Accreditation and Approval Certificate, CAA/0083, which was issued 
on 25 October 2004 with an expiry date of 30 August 2005. The Civil Aviation Authority last audited the Aviation Training 
Organisation prior to the accident on 19 October 2004.  

Probable Cause  

Undetermined 

 


