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 Ref: 8062 

SOUTH AFRICAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 
 

AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORT AND EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Aircraft Registration  ZS-REM Date of Accident 14 January 2006 Time of Accident 1350Z 

Type of Aircraft Robinson R44 Type of Operation Private 

Pilot-in-command Licence Type  Private (Helicopter) Age 37 Licence Valid Yes 

Pilot-in-command Flying Experience  Total Flying Hours 209.8 Hours on Type 50.6 

Last point of departure  A farm at Sutherland 

Next point of intended landing A farm at Sutherland 

Location of the accident site with reference to easily defined geographical points (GPS readings if possible) 

In the Sutherland area at a position: S32˚39’872’’ E020˚47’952’’ 

Meteorological Information Surface wind: 270˚/12kts, Temperature 27˚C, Dew point: -6˚C. CAVOK. 

Number of people on board 1 + 2 No. of people injured 1 No. of people killed 0 

Synopsis  

The pilot accompanied by two passengers, took off from Sutherland in an easterly direction and 
turned to the left with the intention to fly in a westerly direction on a private flight. According to the 
pilot during the turn he felt the helicopter going side-ways towards his side (right-hand side). The 
Air speed was approximately 45 knots and the height was approximately 50-60 feet above ground 
level. 
 
According to the pilot he applied more collective pitch in an attempt to regain power. He pushed 
the cyclic forward to regain forward speed but to no avail. Before the aircraft impacted the ground 
he applied more collective and realized that the main rotor RPM is dropping. The aircraft impacted 
the ground and it rolled onto its right hand side. 
 
The passengers escaped with no injuries and the pilot was hospitalized for a day. 
 
The aircraft sustained substantial damage to: tailboom, main rotor blades and the tail rotor blades.
 
The last Mandatory Periodic Inspection (MPI) prior to the accident was certified on the 02 August 
2005 at 3100.0 airframe hours. The aircraft had flown a further 97.7 hours since the last MPI was 
certified. 
 
The CAA airworthiness department had conducted an audit of AMO No.846 on 04 January 2005 
and on 20 December 2005. Following the audit the AMO licence was renewed until 20 December 
2006. The last surveillance was carried out on 22 October 2003 and there were no findings.  
Probable Cause  
 
The pilot took off with a tailwind component. He increased collective pitch and as a result the main 
rotor RPM decayed which caused a loss of lift and the accident was inevitable. 
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